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SENATE BILL No. 369

Introduced by Senator Knight

February 19, 2003

An act to amend Section 1010 of, and to add Section 1010.5 to, the
Military and Veterans Code, relating to veterans.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 369, as introduced, Knight. Veterans’ Homes of California:
administration.

Existing law provides for the establishment and operation of
Veterans’ Homes of California at various sites for aged and disabled
veterans who meet certain eligibility criteria. The Department of
Veterans Affairs administers the Veterans’ Homes of California.

This bill would establish the Division of Veterans’ Health Services
within the State Department of Health Services, beginning July 1, 2005,
and vest administration of the Veterans’ Homes of California in that
division, as provided.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 1010 of the Military and Veterans Code
is amended to read:

1010. As used in this chapter:
(a) ‘‘Home’’ means the Veterans’ Home of California,

Yountville, and the Veterans’ Home of California, Barstow.
(b) ‘‘Administrator’’ means the Administrator of the Veterans’

Home of California, Yountville, and the Administrator of each site
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of the southern California Veterans’ Home, including, but not
limited to, the Veterans’ Home of California, Barstow.

(c) ‘‘Department’’ ‘‘Division’’  means the Department Division
of Veterans Affairs Veterans’ Health Services in the State
Department of Health Services. All references in this chapter to
‘‘department’’ shall be deemed to mean ‘‘division.’’

(d) ‘‘Director’’ means the Director of Veterans Affairs.
(e) ‘‘Veteran’’ means a member of the home.
SEC. 2. Section 1010.5 is added to the Military and Veterans

Code, to read:
1010.5. (a) The administration of the provisions of this

chapter is vested in the Division of Veterans’ Health Services in the
State Department of Health Services.

(b) The State Department of Health Services shall coordinate
payments from the United States Department of Veterans Affairs
and the California Department of Veterans Affairs on behalf of
residents to facilitate the operation of the homes.

(c) The California Department of Veterans Affairs shall
maintain an office at each of the veterans’ homes for the following
purposes:

(1) To provide services and assistance to the veterans.
(2) To oversee health services to the veterans to insure the

quality and responsiveness of the services provided.
(d) The Veterans’ Homes of California shall be subject to

regular inspection by the State Department of Health Services and
the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.

SEC. 3. Sections 1 and 2 of this act shall become operative
July 1, 2005.
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